OSHA SILICA DUST STANDARD
& YOUR RENTAL BUSINESS

REQUIRED
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EMPLOYER OF RECORD HAS
FINAL RESPONSIBILITY
-AND-
DESIGNATES COMPETENT PERSON THAT:

® Understands standard. ® Has knowledge/ability
® Can identify silica hazards. to implement exposure

i e control plan.
® |s guthorized to minimize/

eliminate hazards.
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EMPLOYERS ARE REQUIRED ' ON A JOBSITE OSHA LOOKS AT WHO
® To operate & maintain tools/equipment to THE CONTROLLING (SITE OWNER) VS
manufacturer’s instructions to minimize i (HAZARD) CREATING EMPLOYER IS

dust emissions. 2 b 1. o
If violation is result of poorly maintained

equipment OSHA can pay a visit to a rental
store, not likely, but it is possible.

® To ensure tools/equipment are free of silica
dust before it leaves a job site.




STANDARD DOES NOT APPLY

WHERE: IF:

Employee exposure remains below

action level (AL) for 8-hours TWA

under “any foreseeable conditions”
reasonably anticipated.

0 RECOMMENDED!

Occasional tasks with brief exposure
incidental to an employee’s primary
work is 15 minutes or less over 8-hour
TWA shift & reasonably expected to
remain under assuming no additional
exposure for rest of shift.

If employee does this activity all day
long, an assessment should really be
done to determine exposure levels
and whether action is needed.

STANDARD DOES appLY

Where exposures below (AL) are expected or
achieved only because engineering controls
are used to limit exposure.

HOUSE CLEANING REQUIREMENTS
OF STANDARD ONLY APPLY:

Where cleaning “could contribute to employee
exposure to silica dust.”

DOES NOT APPLY WHEN:

® Cleaning ordinary soil.
® | arge debris.

® Non-silica-containing materials such as sawdust.
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WHAT ARE THINGS RENTAL vy
BUSINESSES CAN DO:

® Determine if standard applies & where.
® Review equipment against Table 1 for e
possible changes. -l
® Maintain equipment in top condition. - '
® Use water to clean equipment. DO NOT use
compressed air to clean surfaces or clothing

unless in conjunction with dust cloud capturing
ventilation or no other options are feasible.

-PLUS -

® DO NOT dry brush or sweep.
® Use wet sweep or dust collection system that

meets standard unless not feasible.

® Use N99 or N100 rated masks recommended for

very fine or dangerous dusts. Table 1 specificies
APF10 Rated Masks.

® Provide masks to employees even if not

required by standard.

® Stock & sell masks as an added convenience

to customers.

— ———— e gr—

e o

SOURCES

Small Entity Compliance Guide (OSHA 3902-07R 2017)
Construction Crystalline Silica Dust Standard (29 CFR 1926.1153)

General Industry & Maritime Crystalline Silica Dust Standard
(29 CFR 1910.1053)

Minnesota OSHA Office, St. Paul, MN
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